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PERMANENCY 
WORKSHOP
PERMANENCY OVERVIEW



2MY FOREVER FAMILY  |  INFORMATION PACK  |

HOUSEKEEPING

• Follow all current Covid Safe 
Guidelines

• Conversation to remain respectful

• Privacy and confidentiality 
maintained

• Phones on silent

• Q & A time at the end of the 
presentation
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WHAT IS PERMANENCY

Permanency planning is not only about placement. 
Most importantly, permanency planning is about 
relationships, identity and a sense of belonging.

(Brydon 2004; Fein & Maluccio 1992; Lahti 1982; 
Sanchez 2004. Cited in Tilbury 2006) 
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WHAT PERMANENCY MEANS TO CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE IN OUT OF HOME CARE
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DIMENSIONS OF PERMANENCY
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WHY IS PERMANENCY IMPORTANT?

Permanency Promotes:

• A healthy and positive sense of identity

• Stability and a sense of belonging

• Lifelong healthy relationships and networks

• Unconditional love

Permanency is essential for children and young 
people’s health, development and dignity.
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Permanent Placement Principles
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WHAT DO THE EXPERTS SAY ABOUT PERMANENCY?

It is internationally recognised and accepted that 
achieving early permanent, stable care and legal 
arrangements for children in the child protection system, 
whether returning to their home or in out-of-home care, 
leads to better life outcomes for children.

(Fernandez & Maplestone, 2006).
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PATHWAYS TO PERMANENCY

GUARDIANSHIP

• Guardianship orders give children and young 
people greater stability.

• Guardianship ensures a child or young person has 
a stable, nurturing and safe home without cutting 
legal ties to their family.

• A guardian is a person who provides a caring, safe 
home for a child or young person until they turn 
18.

• A guardian can be a relative or kinship carer, a 
family friend or an authorised carer who has an 
established and positive relationship with the 
child or young person.
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GUARDIANSHIP AND ABORIGINAL CHILDREN
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PATHWAYS TO PERMANENCY

OPEN ADOPTION

• Adoption orders aim to provide children and 
young people with a loving home for life as legal 
members of their adoptive families.

• The status of the adopted person and the 
adoptive parent is the same as if the child had 
been part of the family at birth.

• Adopted children are supported to remain 
connected to their birth family and cultural 
heritage.
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OPEN ADOPTION AND ABORIGINAL CHILDREN
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THREE PERMANENCY ORDERS COMPARED



14MY FOREVER FAMILY  |  INFORMATION PACK  |

THREE PERMANENCY ORDERS COMPARED
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Q&A OPPORTUNITY
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THANK
YOU
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